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suffering from the competition of cheap Japanese and Bata
shoes. And the weaver too suffers from the competition of In-
dian machine-made goods as well as those of Japanese origin. In
the case of certain types of cloth, e.g. khaddar, the competition
of machine-made goods is very keen, and the margin of profit
almost negligible.

The condition of these people can be improved by provid-
ing suitable facilities for education, by popularizing improved
methods of manufacture, by selling them improved tools and
machines on easy instalments, by providing cheap credit, and/
last but not least, by eliminating the large number of middlemen
in their trades. It would be desirable to have co-operative
societies that will supply machines and raw materials and arrange
sale of finished products. Further, the leather workers and the
weavers should be encouraged to take to the manufacture of
specialized articles which do not have to face competition of
machine-made goods. We cannot afford to see cottage indus-
tries crushed out of existence by large-scale manufacture. They
ought to have an important place in India's national economy.

Mention may be made here of the existing facilities for sale
of goods manufactured by village artisans. In the Punjab, the
Co-operative Department has opened stores in important cities
for the sale of goods manufactured by craftsmen. In the U.P. the
Co-operative Department has opened Arts and Crafts Empo-
riums at Lucknow and a few other places. But these facilities
exist on a limited scale. They have merely touched the fringe
of the problem. Moreover, only the artisan engaged in the
manufacture of specialized goods has been affected by these
facilities. Nothing has been done for the worker who suffers
most from the keen competition of machine-made goods.

The position of the Dhobis would be improved considerably
if there were less competition amongst them. This will be possi-
ble when other avenues of employment become available. Some
improvement can also be effected by reducing expenditure on
drink and social ceremonies.

Bhangis

fSe Bhangis suffer considerably on account of lack of secu-
rity of employment, the unwholesome nature and long hours of